Cooling Trend
Nike improves on
its ice-filled vest for
hardcore athletes.

Athletes are ntorioos for the lengths
they Il ge to for anedge, wihether by
mjecting themselves with hormar-
e Iypodenmae needles or dowie
ing metritiomal drinks that resemble
sewae nunotl Ar the 2006 Athens
Cimipics, Mike introducecd a new
agrony, which it's wppraded this vear
foor Befjing: an ice-fillec] vest that
athletes wear lor an hoar Dhefore
competing in arder o redece their
Erolies” oone temperatere. "0 nat a
pleasant experience,” acknowledges
desigrner Edhily Harlser. *Tlais i= an
eatreme prococt.”

Forr thoese wlae can stamd the claill,
Mike's Prelaal Vest confers cansid-
erabile alvantages According to the
Mike Sports Research Latby, the hody
speenl s only aouuarter of its enengy
meving mnscles, and the rest regulat-
g Dveaat; inbibaving the rse of Bady
remnperatire allows athletes ta ga

farther, Lsper. A Athens, however,
same athletes complained that the
sealf vest Jumdered their warmeaps.
5o for the new version., Harber, par
of Mike's Advanced Innevataen Team
{ATT), took mspiraticon from the fish-
Likee scales of Pace Ralannes wonic
L4R0s metal minicdress and con-
structec] the vest From imtedlockang
triangles that allow thes rigid ice o
contour b Hae wearer's body
Preparing the ald vest for nse
Fraael anlser Been cumbersoane, so AT
parnered with medical supply com-
pany Dalectracs to introdoee welded
watertight pouches that athletes can
fill anml frevee aqesae, recdocing the
marment's weight and size in trans-
port. Anexterior Lyer of reflective
imsielanion ensures that the joe coals
oualy thee Brodly, oot the air aroondd .
Wike's comeern for the
ervironment dicdn’t svege there. Tlie
vest incorperales waste materials
from the mamefacture of Nike Air
soles as a key material (its felt carmy-
ing case, made Irom ald sais, alio
reflects the company's sustainahle
mmamdset | Athletic performance is
just ane aspect of the inmovation in
% design,” Harber says.
WA RIRE OO —[FSSE ASHLOCE




